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Letter to the library
Hagos Hadush Seged

Library is one of the basic and most important parts of Universities, Colleges, Schools, etc. used to promote education. Library
plays an important role in providing the community of a given educational institution with large collection of books, periodicals
and other very important materials. To achieve the above-mentioned goal, Gifu University has, thus, established a well-
organized university system for the faculty members and students.

I joined Gifu University in October 1996 as a student of Civil Engineering. In a couple of months, members of the University
international students center introduced us (other foreign students and myself) with the highly cooperative librarians and showed
us the general view of the library. Later on, a senior foreign student friend of mine showed me in detail the civil engineering
books and periodicals section. Since then, | have been using the library as one of the main sources of knowledge during my
study time.

The library is opened from Monday to Saturday, which, | think, is quite ample time for use. The Library adopts the system of the
so-called open-stack, which enables faculty members and students to browse freely among book stacks. One of the main
features of the library is that the library has been automated in almost all library functions. For example, the university OPAC
system is very helpful to easily search for books or periodicals using the University Internet home page without going to the
library. The OPAC enables us to access catalogue database of periodicals and books and helps us not only locate the publication
materials of our choice in the library, but also obtain their detail bibliographic data, and relevant information about them such as
back issues and current status.

Gifu University library has its own rules on how to borrow books. | took the following summary from the library home page:

Undergraduate students 5 books for up to 2 weeks
Graduate students 7 books for up to 2 weeks
Faculty members 7 books for up to 2 weeks

Non-university members 2 books for up to 2 weeks

_7_
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For comparison purpose, | have also collected similar rules from Kyoto University library as shown below:

Faculty member 30 vols. 1 month
Professor emeritus 10 vols. 1 month
Non-teaching member of staff 10 vols. 1 month
Graduate student 10 vols. 1 month
Undergraduate student 5 vols. 2 weeks

I think the total allowable number of books to be borrowed by graduate students (where I belong to) of Gifu University is
enough, but the time span of only 2 weeks is short.

The library consists of many foreign books and periodical (mainly in English) that can be used by foreign students. However,
most of the books, which are inside the library shelves are old ones. Perhaps, several hew books could be with professors and
faculty members; and it is good that it is possible for us, students, to borrow any book at any time from any faculty member.
Nevertheless, it is not easy to know what kinds of books are available or not.

Before | finish my letter to the library, | would like to express all my thanks to the very helpful and hospitable librarians, who

always make the library easy for us to use.
(NIA ARyva BTN ER AR Y AT SR BEEDC)
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